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Steven J. Venturino, PhD, taught literature and theory for twenty years and was recognized as 

Outstanding Faculty Member of the Year by the English Honor Society of Loyola University  

Chicago. Follow Steve on Twitter @sjventurino. 

This authoritative and engaging guide takes  
the intimidation out of an often mystifying field.  
Covering topics from Plato to ecocriticism,  
Steven J. Venturino offers instructors and  
students a rigorous yet easy-to-understand  
examination of literary theory's central  
arguments, key figures, and fascinating history.  
 
Currently assigned in colleges and college-prep 
courses in the US, and AS/A2 prep in the UK.  

“A very readable, and–would you believe it–extremely enjoyable introduction to literary theory. This book 

presents complex thoughts in easily graspable and quite memorable sentences. Guaranteed to appeal to anyone 

who loves to juggle with concepts and ideas.”  

- Monika Fludernik, Professor of English, University of Freiburg, author of Introduction to Narratology 

and The Fictions of Language and the Languages of Fiction. 

“Is this book serious? Or a parody? (A parody of literary theory, or a parody of Idiot’s Guides?) Before getting 

past the cover, you’re already in the world of literary theory and the questions it asks. Never more serious than 

when cracking a joke, Venturino banishes dullness and gets to the point of literary theory, which has always 

been to spark the delight of understanding.” 

- Haun Saussy, University Professor, Department of Comparative Literature, University of Chicago,  

author of The Problem of a Chinese Aesthetic and editor of Ferdinand de Saussure's Course in General  

Linguistics. 

“Who would have thought that this otherwise forbidding field of study could be presented in such a clear-

sighted and above all entertaining manner? I even purchased additional copies for my writing staff. Saturday 

morning cartoons may never be the same.”  

- Duane Capizzi, Writer/Producer of Transformers Prime and Superman: Doomsday.  

Great for courses in literature, film,  
cultural studies, and philosophy 


